[Bronchogenic esophageal cysts in the adult. Four cases].
Bronchogenic oesophageal cysts possess a mucosa of the airway type but are unconnected to the tracheobronchial tree; they are in close anatomical relation with the oesophageal wall. These characteristics are explained by the fact that the respiratory and digestive tract share the same embryonic development. Four cases of bronchogenic oesophageal cyst are reported, and 21 well-documented cases from the literature are reviewed. The lesion is extremely rare in adults, often complicated and responsible for gastrointestinal, respiratory and sometimes even cardiac symptoms. Its features at radiology, endoscopy and computerized tomography are suggestive of the diagnosis. Treatment consists of excision by enucleation. Excision must be complete for recurrences to be avoided.